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SOME QUERIES ABOUT THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 



By Ira M. Price, 
The University of Chicago. 



The Book of Daniel is unique in Old Testament literature. 
This fact seems to allow a large license to any one who makes a 
special study of it. This liberty has been indulged in by stu- 
dents in all countries. Even today, with all charity and patience, 
we must examine about one new work a year on this prob- 
lematical book. Of whichever period it was a product we know 
very little. Discoveries are few as yet, but assumptions are 
many. The amount of imaginative and rhetorical undergrowth 
in favor of either or any period of which it is said to have been 
a product is simply confusing and discouraging to the truth- 
seeker. Pleaders in favor of either the early or late date pro- 
duce a luxurious crop of assertions and arguments e silentio, with 
a minimizing or non-mention of points in favor of the other 
party. I shall attempt in this summary simply to indicate some 
of the most striking queries which present themselves to the 
student of the Book of Daniel. 

I. The Language. — The Book of Daniel is written in two 
languages, (a) Hebrew, chaps. 1:1— 2:4a, and chaps. 8-12; (^) 
Aramaic, chaps. 2:4^-7. 

(1) The Hebrew is a late form similar to that of Chronicles. 
It represents the decline-period of the language. 

(2) The Aramaic is similar in many respects to that of Ezra 
4:8-6:18; 7:12-26, and is popularly termed Biblical Aramaic, 
a branch of the Western Aramaic. It is stated by Wright 
(Comp. Gram, of Sent. Langs., p. 16) that the Aramaic of Ezra 
goes back to the end of the sixth or the beginning of the fifth 
century B.C. But a doubt is expressed about the age of the 
Danielic portions. Noldeke [Die Semitischeti Sprachen, p. 30) 
says some of these pieces may have been composed in the Persian 
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period, and Kautzsch (Bibl.-Aram. Gram., p. 3) speaks of the 
editor of Daniel as active about 167 B.C. Queries, Was this 
Biblical Aramaic a spoken language in the West only? or was it 
also found at this early day in the lower as well as in the upper 
Mesopotamian valley? (Cf. Sayce, Higher Criticism and Monu- 
ments, p. 535). 

(3) Other Foreign Words: (a) Persian. — The number of sup- 
posedly Persian words is somewhat remarkable, counting up in 
the Aramaic section at least fifteen. Queries, Do these words 
locate this work in Babylonia or Palestine? Do they indicate a 
late period of composition or so long intercourse between the 
two peoples that words became freely exchanged? (b) Greek. — 
Daniel contains at least three Greek words. One is found in 
Homer, one is first used in Aristotle and one in Plato. Driver 
(fntrod. Lit. of 0. T., p. 471) says it can be confidently affirmed, 
that these words could not have been used in the Book of Daniel 
unless it had been written after the dissemination of Greek influences 
in Asia through the conquests of Alexander the Great." Queries, 
Was there any contact between the Greeks and the East prior 
to Alexander? (Cf Ezek. 27:19; Joel 3:6 ; cf Petrie, Ten Years 
Digging in Egypt, pp. 37-69. Sargon captured Greek prisoners 
in Cyprus in the eighth century B.C.) Is it scientific to affirm that 
Greek literature, as we have it, contains all the names or words of 
earlier origin and use? Greek peasants back in the mountains use 
words today which have not been seen in Greek literature since 
the time of Sophocles. {c~) Babylonian. — Queries, Does the pres- 
ence of more than a dozen Babylonian words in the Aramaic of 
Daniel indicate the pervasive character of that language in the 
Aramaic of the West? or, does it point to a Babylonian home 
for this production? This point cannot be omitted in discus- 
sions of the question. 

2. History. — (1) Date of Daniel 's captivity : Dan. 1:1 speaks 
of the captivity of the Jewish children in the third year of Jehoia- 
kim. Jer. 25:1 says the fourth year of Jehoiakim was the first 
of Nebukadrezzar. Queries, If Nebukadrezzar made his first 
expedition westward before he was king, and in the same year, 
he having hastily returned, his army carried off these captives, 
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is the difficulty solved? Does not Jeremiah, in chapter 25, 
prophesy, not plunder, but destruction and captivity, as if the pre- 
liminary campaign had been made and Israel was about to rebel? 

(2) Belshazzar: (a) The son of Nebukadrezzar. — So far as we 
know he was not kin to Nebukadrezzar. Query, Is it possible 
that he was so-called simply as successor of Nebukadrezzar, as 
the Assyrian inscriptions speak of Jehu as the son of Omri, when 
he was successor on the throne only? [6) The king. — But the 
inscriptions mention Nabonidus as the last king of Babylon 
previous to its fall before Cyrus. The cuneiform records state 
expressly that one Bel-shar-uzur is the son of the king Nabon- 
idus. How then was he called king ? Query, Had there been 
any case of such simultaneous ruling of two kings in one king- 
dom, or of one king and a regent called king? (Cf the case of 
Jehoram and Jehoshaphat, 1 Kings 22:17 with 2 Kings 8:16, 
17; also Beweis des Glaubens, March, 1889.) 

(3) Darius the Mede. — It is stated that there is no room for 
such a personage immediately upon the fall of Babylon as suc- 
cessor of Nabonidus (Driver, Introd., p. 468). He is not found 
in any contemporary history. Queries, Are we sufficiently 
acquainted with that period to make such an offhand assertion ? 
[Cf. Moor, Gubaru et Darius le Mede, Nouvelles preuves de la 
valeur hist, du livre Daniel, Revue des Questions Historique, Juill., 
1894). Do not the facts warrant belief that while Cyrus was 
actively on his campaigns he gave his subordinate officers abso- 
lute control ? Is it unreasonable to suppose that Gubaru was 
another name possibly given by Cyrus himself to this Darius ? 
[Cf Mattaniah changed to Zedekiah, and many similar cases.) 
Furthermore, both Isaiah (13:17) and Jeremiah (51:11-28) 
speak of Persians and Medes in the overthrow of Babylon. 

(4) The Chaldeans. — This is used in two senses in the Book 
of Daniel, [a) a class of men versed in learning, (£) the whole 
people of the empire, as (9:1) "Darius the Mede was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans." Query, Is there men- 
tion of the word in these different senses in other literature ? 

( 5 ) A T o contemporary of Cyrus, says Professor Cornill [Einlei- 
tung, p. 257) would have given us the prophecies in chapters 9- 
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12 because the seventy years of captivity were not nearly com- 
pleted. Query, Was not the seventy years concluded at the fall 
of Babylon? (Cf. Jeremiah's letter (29 : 10) to tnose who had 
already gone into captivity.) 

(6) No trace of Daniel's influence whatever in any of the 
post-exilic writings (Cornill). Queries, What trace have we of 
the influence of Nahum ? Do we know just what elements of 
influence Daniel wielded ? Is there any resemblance whatever 
between Zechariah's and Daniel's visions ? 

(7) Daniel is not mentioned in Ecclesiasticus in the role of 
Israelitish worthies. Query, Is the name of Ezra or Esther or 
Mordecai to be found there ? 

3. Style. — The Book of Daniel exhibits a new style of com- 
position. It lacks the directness, the terseness, the passion and 
pathos of the earlier prophets. It is full of elaborate, extended 
and detailed statement, frequent and long repetitions, sometimes 
even wearisome to the reader. Queries, Do these pompous, 
stately sentences, this newness in Old Testament literature and 
style definitely locate the book in any given period ? Are any 
two of the prophetic books exactly alike ? 

4. Unity. — What is the origin of its two languages ? is the 
question at the start. While most scholars will agree that the 
book is a unit, there are numerous theories as to the how ? and 
the why ? Queries, Was the book written originally in Hebrew 
and in Aramaic as it now appears ? Or, was the entire book 
written in Hebrew, lost, and then parts of it restored from an 
Aramaic copy ? The Septuagint text at any rate followed a 
copy where the Aramaic occupies the same place that it does 
now. Scholars, while formerly split up, are now coming together 
with the idea that the book is the product "of the same school 
if not of the same pen" (Bevan, Com. on Datiiel, p. 27). 

5. Theology. — The doctrines of the resurrection, of angels, of 
Messiah and of a judgment on the world are taught with greater 
distinctness, and in a more developed form than elsewhere in the 
Old Testament, and with features approximating to those met 
with in the earlier parts of the Book of Enoch (circa 100 B.C.). 
The spirit and tone is rather that of a time intermediate between 
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post-exilic and later post-biblical Jewish literature. It is also 
out of the analogy of prophecy that Daniel should describe so 
accurately the future conflicts of the Jews, during the reign of 
Antiochus Epiphanes. If the author had lived in the time of 
Antiochus, such prophecies could be much more easily and con- 
sistently explained (Driver). Queries, Was not Daniel's mis- 
sion different from that of any other prophet, in that he told 
of other trials besides the exile through which the Jews must 
pass before they could be victors ? Is the norm or standard 
called " the analogy of prophecy " legitimately determined without 
even considering all so-called prophecy ? Is there any basis 
except subjectively for affirming that the theology of Daniel 
could not have been produced in the exile ? Was not the prophet's 
work to interpret as well as occasionally to foretell history ? 
What prophet does this on a more comprehensive scale than 
Daniel ? 

6. Place of Daniel in the Canon. — In the Hebrew Bible Daniel 
is not among the prophets, but in the Hagiographa. This is said 
to be evidence that the book was not in existence when the col- 
lection of prophets was made. Queries, How is it that Origen 
places Daniel between Jeremiah and Ezekiel, as he says, accord- 
ing to the Hebrews ? What force is there in the fact that 
Melito, bishop of Sardis, in arranging the books of the Old Tes- 
tament according to the custom in the East, locates Daniel, in 
his catalogue, between Ezekiel and the Minor Prophets ? Is the 
statement of Josephus (Anttq. x., n) concerning Daniel the 
prophet of any value? Does Matt. 24: 15, where he is called a 
prophet, have any force in deciding the question ? 

7. Daniel and The Revelation. — Daniel gives us the first 
examples in the Old Testament of the apocalypse. In fact he 
sets the style. In numerous apocryphal books he is imitated 
and followed with severity. So striking are these points, that 
Daniel is probably the most influential factor in the form, style 
and matter of the New Testament book, The Revelation. Query, 
Should these facts weigh anything in determining the genuine- 
ness and authenticity of the Book of Daniel ? 

8. Additional queries. — Are the representations of Nebukadrez- 
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zar true to what we learn of him in his own inscriptions? Is there 
any probability that Nebukadrezzar suffered from lycanthropy? 
(Cf. Bennett, Diseases of the Bible, p. 86 f.) Do the names, man- 
ners and customs in the book point to any particular people and 
locality? (Cf. Jer. 29:22, etc.) Is there any valuable information 
in the geographical and topographical hints of the book? Can 
the differences between the true forms Nebukadrezzar and Abed- 
nebo, and the Daniel forms of Nebukadnezzar and Abed-nego, 
be satisfactorily explained as scribal errors? Is it just to say 
that Daniel was made " President of the Chaldean Magi "? (Far- 
rar, Expos. Bible, Daniel, p. 114.) Was he not called "master of 
the magicians?" Is it fair to say that the author knows of only 
two kings of Babylon and four kings of Persia because he men- 
tions no more? (Farrar, p. 114.) Could we justly and rightly 
assert that Jeremiah and Ezekiel knew nothing of each other's 
existence because their recorded words make no mention each of 
the other at all ? In judging the character of a canonical book 
how much are we authorized to draw for testimony upon recog- 
nized apocryphal books? Is there any well-established objec- 
tion on the part of most scholars, except that of minute predic- 
tion, to the location of the date of Daniel early in the Persian 
period? 

Queries about methods of interpretation cannot be touched 
in this article. 

Some of the best literature in answering the above queries is 
the following: 

Kautzsch, Bibl.-Aram. Gramm. Wright, Compar. Gram, of 
Sem. Languages. Noldeke, Die Semitischen Sprachen. Driver, 
Introd. to Lit. of. O. T., pp. 458-83. Smith, Bible Dict'y, new 
ed., art. Daniel. Sayce, Higher Criticism and Monuments, chap, 
xi. Leathes, Book by Book, pp. 241-251. Cornill, Einleitung 
in das Alte Testament, pp. 254-60. Konig, Einleitung in das 
Alte Testament, pp. 382-93. Lampe, Presby. and Reformed 
Review, July, 1895. Lenormant, La Divination chez les Chal- 
deans. Meinhold, Beitrage zur Erklarung Daniel. Meinhold, 
Kurzgefasster Kommentar, Daniel. Bevan, Short Commentary 
on Daniel. Behrmann, Handkommentar, Daniel. 



